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Law Times and lawtimesnews.com are pleased to off er special advertising rates and promotional oppor-
tunities for all nominated candidates for the upcoming Law Society of Upper Canada 2011 Bencher 
Election.

Special Bencher Election Issue: April 11th
— Closes March 30—

The election special comes out just in time to get your message to 
voters as they head to the polls prior to the April 29th deadline. Law 
Times reaches an estimated total readership of 40,000 legal profes-
sionals throughout Ontario every issue.

A new micro-site devoted to the upcom-
ing LSUC Bencher Election will launch 
February 14th and will off er news cover-
age, candidate profi les and advertising 
opportunities for bencher candidates. 
Lawtimesnews.com welcomes more than 
30,000 unique visitors every month!

Law Times off ers special rates in all issues 
leading up to the election including: 
February 14, 28  •  March 7, 14, 21, 28, 

April 4, 11, 18
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Convocation will have much to deal with after the vote
Access and longevity top list of issuesWhile the candidates in the 2007 bencher election have raised dozens of issues that should be of importance to Convocation as it heads into a new four-year term, a few in particular emerge as overwhelming concerns to the majority of those running.

LEGAL AID AND ACCESS TO JUSTICE
Although the administration of legal aid itself is no longer within the mandate of the Law Society of Upper Canada as it once was, legal aid is still at the forefront for many bencher candidates this year. In the last year, Legal Aid Ontario announced that it was $10 million over targeted expenditures at its mid-year point, made changes to its payment cycle for duty coun-sel and certificate accounts, and became part of a work-ing group with the Ministry of the Attorney General to address its financial situation going forward. In last month’s provincial budget, it was announced that LAO would receive $51 million in funding over three years.Bencher election candidates offer up a range of concerns to tackle, from lobbying the gov-ernment for more funding, to access to legal aid funding, and the tariff rate for lawyers who do legal aid work.Incumbent Kingston can-didate Bonnie Warkentin says LSUC’s government relations committee is involved in dis-cussions with the AG and LAO regarding issues surrounding legal aid, adding that the law society is supportive of legal aid and its management team.Toronto candidate Raj Anand told Law Times the law society should take a more active role in speaking out on such issues.

“There’s no doubt that the law society has the expertise and it has the history as the previous organization that ran legal aid. It has the knowledge, its members are carrying out the vast majority of the func-tions of legal aid, and so there’s lots of ability to speak authori-tatively on these issues.”He says the law society can also play a role in demonstrat-ing “good news” stories that come out of legal aid and the community legal clinics.Tying in with legal aid is the issue of access to justice, which encompasses a number of 

issues for lawyers. Warkentin notes that one access to justice issue is the aging population of lawyers outside of Toronto and that she hopes the law society will develop a system to encourage articling students to look beyond large Bay Street firms.
“What we’d like to see is stu-dents saying, okay, I can make a living practising law, and I can have a wonderful lifestyle practising law in a smaller com-munity,” she says.“That addresses the issue of lawyers moving into those regions which will then assist with the access to justice issues for clients who are finding it difficult to retain lawyers,” she adds.

SUSTAINABILITY FOR SOLE PRACTITIONERS AND SMALL FIRMSMore than half of Ontario’s lawyers are either sole practitio-ners or practice within a small firm. Financial viability and attracting articling students and young lawyers to firms outside of major urban areas are major concerns to this group. The law society’s 2005 report of the sole and small firm task force addressed these issues.Many of this year’s bencher candidates have chosen this problem as one of their main focus areas and will be looking for increased support and ser-vices for sole practitioners and small firms going forward.“The lawyers in this area want to know that the law society understands and addresses their needs. What works for Toronto does not necessarily work for North Bay or Timmins. An appreciation of the differences in legal culture throughout the province can only make our profession stronger,” northeast region candidate Alex Kurke notes in his profile on bencher elections.com.

PARALEGAL REGULATIONRegulating the paralegal pro-fession and doing it properly is one of the hottest topics at the law society these days. As a result of the passing of Bill 14 last fall, the law society becomes responsible for regu-lating paralegals on May 1.Following the creation of the paralegal standing com-mittee last year, Convocation approved a plan that will see the law society fund startup costs for paralegal regulation to the tune of $1.5 million, to be repaid by paralegals at a later date. Convocation has also established the criteria for 

paralegals who wish to apply for grandparent or transition-al status. Bylaws concerning the paralegal code of conduct, licensing, and exemptions are also on the way in the near future. What is still not known is how many paralegals will apply to be licensed by the law society.
Incumbent Ottawa candi-date Bradley Wright says in his profile: “It is essential that all stakeholders understand the critical importance of lawyers in so many areas of the law. It is not intended or desir-able that the scope of paralegal work be widened beyond the limits of the current law.”Incumbent Toronto can-didate Carole Curtis says in her profile: “The regulation of paralegals is a challenge for the law society in every way. Not one lawyer should pay one cent to cover the cost of regulating paralegals.”

EQUITY AND DIVERSITYWhile the law society and Convocation’s equity and aboriginal issues committee have done a lot of work in this area, more still needs to be done to ensure equity and diversity within the profession, say candidates.
The recognition of foreign 

legal credentials, which ties into the issue of access to justice for the public, is a major issue, says Anand.
Retention and advancement of equity seeking groups in the profession have been addressed by the law society, but can-didates note that more needs to be done regarding retaining women in private practice and in addressing the presence of systemic barriers to practice for many groups.

Toronto candidate Paul Schabas says it is the law soci-ety, among all of the legal organizations, that is “best equipped and best suited to speak on behalf of lawyers and to show leadership in educat-ing the profession on the need for diversity,” as well as to scrutinize barriers and to put pressure on the profession and institutions to make the pro-fession more diverse.Incumbent Ottawa candi-date Joanne St. Lewis says there may also be a need for the law society to turn its mind to where students can article and the role of the law society is making sure that people remove barriers to hiring by supporting firms and providing them with resources.
“I think we have a job to do in terms of supporting law 

firms to make these changes and I think that’s really been the direction that the law society has been working in,” she says.St. Lewis also says that what-ever issues come before LSUC committees, benchers should ask themselves whether there is an equity implication.

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION
Several of this year’s candidates note that the law society has been successful in developing technology, such as webcasts and teleseminars, that allows lawyers across the province to participate in CLE programs. However, many candidates feel CLE programs should still be made more affordable for law-yers outside Toronto.Toronto candidate Christopher Bredt told Law Times the law society has an important role to play in ensur-ing that CLE programs are available for lawyers outside of urban centres, for smaller firms and sole practitioners.“I think that’s an important role that they play but they need to continue to bolster and to enhance the services for those people who can’t walk across the street to Osgoode Hall,” he says.

He adds that to some extent innovative ways for lawyers outside of major centres to access CLE programs are being explored, through online and by being able to purchase mate-rials.
“The difficulty with buying the CDs and the materials is to my mind it’s not as effective as something that’s more interac-tive,” he adds.

Markham candidate Robin MacKnight says, “The problem we face with CLE is for people outside large urban areas, that we have to make it accessible, both in terms of cost and in terms of time and time away from their practice, so we have to rethink our delivery systems.”Allowing lawyers who prac-tise outside of large areas to access CLE programs on their computers, letting them focus on the areas of the program that apply to their practices is what the law society needs to do, says MacKnight.He adds that technology is at the stage where the law society can do all of this now, and it has a good history of providing these services, so should continue to “push the envelope.” 
“If we make it easy for peo-ple and not expensive, they will do it,” he adds.
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Law Times Print    Regular 1X BENCHER
Black & White ads Size (W” x D”) Display Rate RATE

Full page 97/8 x 151/2 $4900 $1925   
3/4 page 97/8 x 115/8 $3680 $1450   
1/2 page 97/8 x 73/4 $2470 $895   
1/3 page 53/16 x 83/4 $1605 $685   
1/4 page 47/8 x 73/4 $1235 $575   
1/8 page 47/8 x 37/8 $610 $345

Issues Space Close Material Close

February 14 February 2 February 4
February 28 February 16 February 18
March 7 February 23 February 25
March 14 March 2 March 4
March 21 March 9 March11
March 28 March 16 March 16
April 4 March 23 March 25
April 11 March 30 April 1
April 18 April 6 April 8

Additional Services:
• Ad assembly: Add 20% to black & white cost. 
• Second colour: Add 25% to black & white cost.
• Four colour: Add 40% to black & white cost.  

Online ads Size Regular BENCHER
(Max. 3 ads (pixels)  Display Rate RATE
in rotation)  (Mon. - Sun)

Leaderboard 728 x 90 $900 /wk. $400 /wk
Top Big Box 300 x 250 $900 /wk. $400 /wk
Second Big Box 300 x 250 $750 /wk $350 /wk
Top Banner 468 x 60 $700 /wk $300 /wk
Bottom Banner 468 x 60 $500 /wk $250 /wk

Ads run Monday - Sunday. Material due 1 week prior to live date.
Above rates include assembly if required

BENCHERS 
SAVE OVER 50% Combine with 

an online ad 
for maximum 

exposure!

Choose from a full range of ad sizes in black 
and white, two colour of four colour formats. 
Preferred rates for all  bencher candidates.

Choose leaderboard, big box or banner posi-
tions to promote your candidacy to up to 
30,000 visitors monthly!

Combine with a print ad to maximize your 
exposure to all eligible voters!


